
  

 

Church and Village News  for February 2024  
Bedfield, Monk Soham, Southolt, Tannington and Worlingworth                  

 

Urgent   Deliverers of the news letter needed in all areas, in Worlingworth  Please 

contact Val on 01728 628068 if you can help 

WORLINGWORTH LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  
Our first meeting of 2024 will take place at the Community   Centre on Monday February 19th at 
7.30pm. Our invited speaker is John Bridges from Framlingham who will be talking to us about 
“Doodlebugs and Rockets.” This will be the first time John will have given this talk. If there are any 
issues or if the weather is particularly bad, we shall inform everyone via e-mail, Next Door, Facebook 
and the Parish website.   
Members £2 and Guests £4. Tea and coffee will be available. Further details about membership of the 

Worlingworth Local History Group are also available if you phone Geoff on 628768.  

Southolt Village Hall,Winter Warmer 
February 10th   12noon till 

2.30pm  

Soup and Savoury, cakes, tea,  

coffee and warming soup and 

good company 
The Southolt bakers will be making their usual excellent cakes  We will have the     heat-
ers on.  Parking along side hall 
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News from Worlingworth Community Centre.   Film 

Club:  Elvis was shown by the Film Club in January.  The film covers the 

years of Elvis's life as a young adult until his passing. Those who attended the 

showing reported that Elvis is an incredible and exciting film. From the 

opening scene until the credits the film was engaging, endearing.  

The next Film night:  Polite Society 3rd Feb This film follows Ria Khan 

who is a martial artist-in-training.  After enlisting the help of her friends, Ria attempts to pull 

off the most ambitious of all wedding heists in the name of independence and sisterhood in 

order to save Lena (her older sister) from her impending marriage. Doors open at 7pm. Bar 

open. Maintenance: As part of the maintenance and repairs of the Community Centre 2 

trees in the quiet garden and 2 near the bins have been reduced in size and height. 

Summer Fair: SAVE THE DATE: 29th June 2024. Preliminary discussions have 

started taking place to gather ideas and resources to hold a fun day for Worlingworth and the 

surrounding villages in the summer.  Over the coming months we will be advertising for 

volunteers to help with the planning and running of the day.  Watch this space for further 

information… Bingo:  The January Bingo night was a huge success and continues to raise 

valuable funds for the Community Centre.   

Next Bingo night is the Easter Special 13th March, eyes down at 7:30pm. 

What are we fundraising for? The project to modernise the curtains in the hall 

is nearing it’s completion.  We are fundraising to update the larger folding 

tables and moving forward with plans to replace the tin shelter near the car-

park with 2 x 6 seater wooden ‘pods’.    
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February letter from Revd Enid .  It is hard to believe that it’s February already and we 

are almost at that important point in the Christian year, Ash Wednesday, which marks the    

beginning of Lent. It is unfortunate that it falls on February 14th this year, so those well-meant 

and loving chocolates may have to be put away for a while, for those of us who are observant of 

the season. On the upside, that is just more lovely chocolate for us to enjoy on Easter Day. I 

hope I am not beginning to sound too much like the Vicar of Dibley here, talking about choco-

late!  On a more serious note, this in the past was a hungrier time of the year, when stored food 

was beginning to run low, and the land was not yet producing the coming year’s bounty. The 

church used this time to fast, to think about Jesus and the sacrifice he made for us all. Christians 

still observe this as a season of self-denial whether of food or something else tempting. Howev-

er, in generations past, not having the food to be tempted by, must have made things a lot easi-

er! Now, we have sadly become used to food being we can waste even, unthinkable in days gone 

by.  We have lost our dependence on seasons, and even our own farmers to a degree, with food   

being flown in or shipped in year round. Maybe, with the way the world is and the ever-       

developing climate emergency, we may be forced back to becoming if not completely self-

sustaining, at least more reliant on food from countries nearer to us.  

Christians believe that our planet and its resources are God given, and that we are appointed as 

stewards to care for it. Even if you do not count yourself as a person of faith, but still one of 

integrity, this may be an important season to tune into what is going on around us all. Together 

we can think about our food production, and the value of our farming community; to be       

appreciative of what we do have, and try not to waste it, especially as there are people in our 

communities who are actually going hungry. Even if we only commit to more careful planning 

of our own food use, we can make a difference to our planet. Then perhaps we will all have 

enough left over to give to our foodbanks and to our neighbors who have less than us.  

I do wish you a happy and joyful Valentine’s Day with much love and plenty of chocolate! More 

than this though, may this be a time of thinking about a better future for us, our neighbours, and 

an appreciation of all that we have been given. 

God bless you.             Revd Enid 

Monk Soham               Monk Soham P.C.C. Secretary 

Monk Soham Church are seeking a new Secretary. Anyone interested, or 
has any questions should contact Geoff Artiss on 01728 685 663 Or a 
P.C.C. member. In the same way if anyone would like to generally help in 
anyway, please contact us  
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      To advertise contact Caroline on adverts.parishnews@gmail.com  

 

BEDFIELD AND MONK SOHAM GARDENING CLUB  

We look forward to our programme for 2024, which will be available soon. Any ideas 

for visits, events, and speakers, do please get in touch.  

 Meanwhile, we continue to order seeds and plants and plan for the new gardening year 

ahead.  

Wishing you all Happy Spring Gardening!  For further information about our club and 

any events, please contact  Barbara (Lee) gardenclubgarden@gmail.com 

mailto:adverts.parishnews@gmail.com
mailto:gardenclubgarden@gmail.com


  

 

News from Worlingworth Primary school 

Keeping Safe On the Internet  This month is national ‘Safer Internet Day’ with a focus 

this year on using the internet and technology better to make a difference and supporting 

children to understand how to navigate the changes online and not be influenced by all 

that they read and see.  We will be exploring the concept of AI technology with the chil-

dren reflecting on the positives of this technology as well as the negative sides and asking 

the children about what changes they would like to see online.   In the afternoon, the 

whole school will be participating in computing lessons linked to our topic of ‘The World 

Above & Below’ led by the charity TechSheCan which promote positive role models of 

women working with technology to young people.  

 

Accessible Authors Loving reading and becoming a fluent reader, is at the heart of all 

we do at Worlingworth and we will be celebrating National Storytelling week at the start 

of this month by reading and sharing lots more stories together in school but also our 

KS1 and KS2 classes will be participating in special live virtual storytelling events in which 

authors read and discuss their diversity-themed stories with the children. We are also very 

excited to have the Scholastic Book Fair coming to school, so for 3 days we will have a 

brilliant pop-up bookshop available for families to browse through and buy lots of new 

stories to read from! 

Good Samaritans Congratulations to all the children who have so far been recognised as 

a Good Samaritan of The Week . It is wonderful to hear about your caring attitude and 

actions towards others and you look so proud wearing your special badge and lanyard. 

Your kind actions demonstrate our Christian vision of Love Your Neighbour. 

Disco Fever At this time of year it is easy to become physically lazy and stay curled up in 

the warm. We are busy encouraging our children to stay active and fit and try new sports. 

This month, the children will all enjoy learning to dance and groove to a variety of disco 

tunes in a special day of disco dancing lessons.  Our Sports Ambassadors continue to 

work hard leading hockey and aerobic dance sessions at lunchtime too for children to get 

involved in alongside our adult led playleader games and table tennis in nurture – there is 

always plenty to choose from to keep us warm and fit!  

Our Rainbow Value this term is co-operation. The children in Dolphin and Sealion Class 

will be demonstrating their best co-operation skills when they take part in this national 

competition this month. A STEM ambassador is visiting the school to deliver a challenge 

to the children to design and then construct a particular object using only Knex. Their 

final constructions will then be judged. Good luck to all the children and remember, two 

heads are always better than one!   

Willows Nursery  Our full-time nursery is thriving and a place full of happy learners. 
They are currently exploring ‘What is light and dark?’ through stories, role-play, games, 
creating and experimenting. If you are looking for a nursery now for your 3-year-old or 
just planning ahead for the near future, we always welcome new parents to come and visit 
our Early Years class and see the curriculum in action. Please contact the office if you 
would like to arrange a visit or require further information about what we offer.  
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Fixtures for Bedfield XI F.C. in February 2024 

Sunday 4th February 2024 - Bedfield F.C. vs Real Suffolk F.C. at 
10.30am (home) 

Sunday 11th February 2024 - Bury Bowl F.C. vs Bedfield F.C. at 10.30am (away) 
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The Post Office in Bedfield is open every Tuesday morning from: 

9.15 am to 11.15 am in the Community Hub.  However, Advance Notice: 

the Post Office will not be open on   Tuesday 20th February.  The Coffee 

Shop will be open as normal see below. 

You’ll be aware that Banks are closing or have closed in nearby towns. 

Did you know? Not only can you buy stamps and send parcels, but you 

can also bank cash into your bank account and withdraw cash (even if 

you bank with another provider). With so many high street banks closing 

this is a useful service. 

The pop-up Coffee Shop also opens every Tuesday from 10.00 a.m. to 12 

noon. Warm scones are always available to eat in or takeaway. Come and 

join us for a cuppa and a catch up with friends and neighbours. 

Can you help? The Coffee Shop welcomes volunteers to help run the   

weekly event. If you would like to get involved, helping occasionally, please 

contact us at: Bedfieldmonksoham@btinternet.com  

Pilates At Bedfield and Monk Soham Community Hub 

Places are still available on Tuesday evenings either 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. or 7.15 

p.m. – 8.15 p.m.  Special Offer - new starters will receive the first session 

free   Please contact Emma Hodson for more information on 07914 535448 

or email: pilatesbodyharmony@aol.co.uk  

Happy New Year from everyone here at Worlingworth cricket club! Now 

we’re into 2024, cricketers all over the country will be feeling the itch of the approaching 
season,           retrieving kit bags from the loft, re-gripping bats, and checking our whites 
still fit for another year. Then we’ll start looking ahead to pre-season nets, but prior to 
that comes the AGM, setting up what needs doing ahead of the start of the season, and 
the first competitive match on the 20th April. Our AGM is on the 17th March, so look out 
for an update afterward in the April edition of this newsletter.As mentioned, pre-season 
nets is the first cricket in 2024, getting hands back into swinging the willow, rhythm into 

bowling run-ups, and team spirit building. Our first session is on the 29th February at 
Thomas Mills high school, from 19:30 – 21:00. The nets aren’t just for current club mem-

bers though; they are a great chance for people who are keen to get involved to see if 
cricket is for them, or find the muscle memory again after a time away  

If you would like to give cricket a go, or return to it, head to our website,                
worlingworthcc.co.uk, fill out a contact form, and a club representative will get you     

involved! 

mailto:Bedfieldmonksoham@btinternet.com
mailto:pilatesbodyharmony@aol.co.uk
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WORLINGWORTH AND TANNINGTON WI                                                                    
Worlingworth Community  Centre   

Wednesday Feb 7th         7.15pm 

Barbara McElroy    “Castle on the Hill “ 

  more details  call   Val  01728 628068 or Diana  01728 628077 

HIGH SUFFOLK COMMUNITY BUS   (HSCB)- Weekly services to   :                             

Framlingham - Tuesdays,                 Diss - Fridays     
 February -  Bury  7th, 17th   Stowmarket 8th,15th,22nd                             

Norwich 10th, 28th     Woodbridge 3rd 

        More details  Alan  01728 685694 / Val 01728 628068  All Timetables 
available on  *www.combus.org.uk 

Alastair (Al) Smith  The family would like to thank everyone for their 

kind words and support after Al passed away.  

We are very grateful for the kind donations made in his memory; which 

amounted to £823.25 for The Somersham Ward Support Group. 
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The next meeting of the Parish Council is on  Wednesday 21st February 

2024 at 7.30pm  in the Community Centre, all are welcome 

worlingworthparishclerk@gmail.com 

Parish Council Meetings for 2024 Meetings are held every month, usually on 

the third Wednesday of the month, at the Community Centre.  All members of 

the public are welcome at these meetings. If you wish to have an item added to 

the agenda, please contact a Parish Councillor. 

Dates for 2024 are: 21st February, 20th March, 17th April, 15th May, 19th 

June, 17th July, 21st August, 18th September, 16th October, 20th November & 

18th December. 

Other Events for 2024:  Annual Parish Meeting – to be held prior to the 

main Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 17th April (starting at 7pm) 
Spring Clean – Saturday 18th May from 10 am at the Community Centre -      

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to help organise this event – if you would like to be part 

of the team please let the Parish Clerk know. 

Walking Day – Saturday 12th October – from outside The Swan to include our 

canine residents again! 

Christmas Tractor Run – Saturday 14th December – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to 

help organise this event – again, if you would like to be part of the team, please 

let the Parish Clerk know. 

D-Day 80 – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

2024 sees the 80th anniversary of D-Day on Thursday 6th June.  As part of a   

National Event the Parish Council is looking at ways to remember and pay trib-

ute to the many thousands who made the ultimate sacrifice.  If you would like to 

be involved then please let the Parish Clerk know and a working party can be 

formed. 

Roadside Planters No doubt you will have seen our new Roadside Planters, 

which were placed around the village in December.  These planters are there for 

a number of reasons: 1) they are part of the traffic calming scheme - research 

has shown that cultivated planters help to slow down traffic as they demonstrate 

the driver is passing through a residential area, 2) they are positioned to help 

prevent parking on the Village Green, to avoid the grass being churned up, 3) 

they are part of our ongoing commitment to increase biodiversity in the village 

as part of the WorlyGiG scheme (Worlingworth Getting It Green).  If you would 

like to be involved with the WorlyGiG scheme and would like to ‘adopt-a-planter’ 

as either an individual, or as part of your local club or group, then please get in 

touch with the Parish Clerk and we can make arrangements. 

Worlingworth Wayfinder – Copies Available  Many of you will already have a copy 

of this wonderful resource, first printed in 2009 and again in 2014, but the Par-

ish Council has recently taken delivery of a new stock of maps and any new resi-

dents of the village who have not yet discovered the beauty of our amazing foot-

path network are encouraged to get in touch to receive free copy of the map.  

For those of you who are digitally minded an updated scan of the artwork can 

also be found on the village website, under the ‘Useful Information’ tab. 
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Date and Cost Activity Details 

February 14th 2024 
1pm-4pm approx FREE 

Soup Lunch followed by a 
film (TBC) on the big 
screen. 

The Hub Bedfield 

March 13th 2024 
2-4pm FREE 

Games Afternoon with tea 
and cake 

The Hub Bedfield 

April 10th 2024 
11am - 3pm 
FREE entry and transport 

Visit to Christchurch Man-
sion Ipswich 

Meet at The Hub 11am 
With time for afternoon tea 
or shopping if desired. 

May 29th 2024 
2-4.30pm 
FREE 

Enhance your Wellbeing. 
To include Chair Yoga 
  
With refreshments 

The Hub Bedfield 
Sheet of Chair Yoga Exercis-
es to take away. Comfy 
clothing. 

June 12th 2024 
12.30am - 4pm approx 
FREE entry and transport 

Visit to Parham Airfield 
and Garnett’s Garden Cen-
tre 

Meet at The Hub 12.30am 

July 24th 2024 
11.30am -4.30pm approx 
FREE entry and transport (you 
will need to pay for fish and 
chips) 

Visit to The Flora Tea 
Rooms Dunwich and Yox-
ford Antiques Centre. 

Meet at The Hub 11.30am 
Beach walking and bathing 
optional. 
  

August 14th 2024 
1.30pm - 4.30pm 
FREE transport 
Subsidised entry (you pay £5) 

Visit to Helmingham Hall 
Gardens 

Meet at The Hub 1.30pm 
  
Tea rooms and gift shop 
available 

Our Club is open to EVERYONE regardless of where you live.  

If you need help to be able to join in with any of these activities you can call 

Debbie Pritchard on 07827 299490 or Claire Miles on 07444 535183. We 

will do our best to help.  

You do need to book yourself a place for each of our trips out. This is        

because transports relies on volunteer drivers and this needs organising in  

advance.  To book call or message Debbie or Claire.  

For activities at The Hub you can just turn up, however letting us know you 

are coming means we know how many people to cater for, so ring or       

message one of us. 

Any questions send a message or give us a call. We hope you will come and 

join in! 

 

(We are grateful to MSDC for funding that helps to subsidise Our Club ) 

 Our  Club Programme February to August 2024 
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The Friends of Bedfield Heritage had a fabulous conclusion to 2023. 

We raised £954 in the run up to Christmas from all the activities 

around wreaths, crafts and carols. We now have nearly £5000 to put 

towards the village composting toilet in the grounds of St Nicholas 

Church. 

We were also advised by the Charity Commission that our application 

for charitable status had been approved and we are now a registered 

charity. Further news on what that means for us will be announced in 

the forthcoming months. 

We are also excited to announce that we are looking to arrange     

several events in 2024 including:  

 *  Giant garage sale in May 
 *  Open gardens in June 
 *  Church Sleepover with a Teddy Bear Parachute Jump in      
August 

*  Musical event in October 
 *  Christmas events in November and December 
If you wish to help the Friend’s Committee in organising these events 

– please contact me and I look forward to all your ongoing and        

invaluable support in 2024.  Jane Sullivan 
                              Chair, Friends of Bedfield Heritage07580 386015 

Items for March 2024  newsletter by 18th  Feburary    to Val Swallow :  

v.swallow44@btinternet.com or by post to: Ivy Cottage, Shop St  Worlingworth 

IP13 7HX   If you require a PDF please email the  editor.        Change of date  

Dear all, may I say how grateful I am to all of you who have     
visited or donated to our 2023 Christmas light appeal in memory 
of my lovely Pete, for the air ambulance. As of 5th January the 
total is a gigantic £601.00. He would have been so chuffed       
especially at a time when so many are struggling financially !! 

Thankyou and God bless one and all. Val Rozier 
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Pizza at Swan car park  in  February  

 15th  and  29th 

Home delivery on Tuesdays in all villages  Please call  

Emma  on 07921 512052 ( but need to book early) 
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Denise and Greg of Camira, Bedfield, would 

like to thank everyone who made a donation to their  

Christmas lights display. We are delighted to           

announce that £399.58  has been raised for  Marie Curie, a very  

worthy cause. Thanks again and we hope you  enjoyed the display 

Defibrillator               locations  

Worlingworth   Outside Community centre building  

Bedfield   Village Hub,  and Worlingworth cricket club Pavil-

ion  


