
  

 

Church and Village News  for 5 Villages  November  23  
Bedfield, Monk Soham, Southolt, Tannington and Worlingworth                  

 

WORLINGWORTH LOCAL HISTORY have sponsored the front 
and Back page  in colour  Our next meeting will take place at the 
Community Centre on Monday November 13th at 7.30pm. Our speaker is   
Christopher Hilton from the Britten/Pears Archive in Aldeburgh and he 
will be telling us all about Benjamin Britten, Peter Pears and their life to-
gether at the Red House. Chris gave the talk at Diss U3a a few months back 
and it was fascinating! Members £2 and guests £4. Tea and coffee will be 
available and there will be an update on the Parish Fire Engine. Further de-
tails about membership of the Worlingworth Local History Group are also 
available if you phone Geoff on 628768  
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Poppies again will be sold in all villages from  October 26th 

Please support your local collector . Volunteers required 01728 628470 

Monk Soham   Harvest Festival 

The harvest festival service was held on Friday the 29th 

September at 7.30P.M. A congregation of 27 attended the service with the 
bells being rung as they walked into the church to find a bright and well dec-
orated church, stocked with fruit, vegetables, flowers and greenery plus over 
100 tins of various soups, vegetables etc. A credit to all those who decorat-
ed, or gave to make a beautiful display. 

The service was led by Rev’d Rebecca Artiss, who asked at the start of the 
service for the congregation to show their appreciation to all those involved 
in decorating the church. The service took the 

form of Evensong, with 4 tradition Harvest hymns, with an Anthem 

sung by the Pastoral Quire who led the singing at the service.  

The large amount of produce and tins of food was taken to the lighthouse in 
Ipswich for those women and children sheltering from domestic abuse. They 
were very appreciative and thank the church and village people for their 
help. They will be sending a letter of their appreciation that will be displayed 
as usual on the church notice board, when it arrives.      

Remembrance Sunday 

This year the Remembrance service for the former 
Branch of the Worlingworth British Legion will take place 
at St. Peter’s Church Monk Soham, starting at 10.45am, 

This is advanced warning of our British Legion Poppy   

appeal coffee morning which  is to be held 11.00am to 

1.30 pm in Bedingfield     village hall .  If anyone is able 

to donate cakes either whole to sell ,or sliced to serve 

with coffee it would be very much appreciated. 

We hope to see you ,your friends and neighbours to raise funds for 

this very worthwhile cause .       Jean Housley   

Brundish Christmas Fair 2023. 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, 25th November 

at Brundish Village Hall.  
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News from Worlingworth Community Centre.   

Film Club: This month saw the first film night at the Community Centre, which was a well attend-

ed showing of ‘Top Gun: Maverick’.  The evening went smoothly with plenty of time to have a chat, 

a drink and buy some sweets during the interval.  The feedback from the night was positive and we 

look forward to providing monthly movies for Worlingworth and the surrounding villages.   

The next Film night:  Sonic 2, 11th November at 

5:30 pm. ( see posters ) 

Christmas Fair: 9th December 11am - 3pm.It’s that time of year again when we 

start planning our Christmas Fair.  The committee has been busy booking the stalls and 

making sure that Mr & Mrs Claus are free for the day.  The Fair will include food, drink, 

stalls providing Christmas gifts and stocking fillers and a Santas Grotto.  There will also be 

a raffle and a cake stall, if you would like to provide a cake / baked goods for the event 

please drop them off at the Community Centre from 9am.  Do you have a few hours free 

on the morning of Saturday 9th Dec to help us get the hall ready?  Or to help with the 

clean up afterwards, any help would be gratefully accepted. Please email Nina:              

ninamartin0212@yahoo.co.uk to volunteer. ( see page 16) 

Bingo: As always the Bingo night was well attended and continues to raise valuable funds 

for the Community Centre.  Next Bingo night 8th November, eyes down at 

7:30pm.  What are we fundraising for? We are raising funds to update the curtains in the 

hall and replace the small tables.  We are also planning to repair, refurbish and update the 

external buildings.  A big thank you to all of those who helped to clear the container at the 

top of the field, this can now be repaired and made water tight for the winter months.  And 

finally, we are moving forward with plans to replace the tin shelter near the car-park with 

2 x 6 seater wooden ‘pods’, these shelters will be enclosed at the rear and the sides and are 

much anticipated for use by the whole community! Next Committee meeting: Monday 

20th November at 7:30pm 

Fire Works at Worlingworth Community Centre 

Saturday  November 4th  

Gates open at 6.30 Fireworks 7.30 cost £6.50 adults  

children  £3..50  family  £18.00.  Cash on gate or book 

at Eventbrite   BBQ,    Hot Chocolate .  Bar open  

mailto:ninamartin0212@yahoo.co.uk
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News from Bedfield  

30 Nov 11am & 7th Dec 11am: Christmas wreath making sessions at Boltons Farm 

Barn, Bedfield 

There are two opportunities to get involved with Christmas wreath making this year: 

30th November (ideal for beginners) and 7th December. 

Come and learn how to make a door wreath and/or a table decoration under the expert tui-

tion of Susan Leverick. Lots of materials will be provided but please bring along any useful bits 

and bobs plus gardening gloves and scissors. 

All items will be for sale at the Christmas craft stalls on 8th and 10th December in aid of the 

Friends of Bedfield Heritage. 

Please pre-book either or both sessions, or, to pre-order an item please contact Susan on 

07876 686710. 

16th December 6pm: Carol Singing around the Bedfield Village Sign 

Breaking News!!A certain honoured guest has confirmed their attendance to 

distribute presents to the children…. 

Come and join the merry band of carollers singing in aid of the Friends of Bedfield Heritage. 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be available. Song sheets and music will be provided. Bring 

your own torch. 

Come and Sing and the more Christmas outfits, musical instruments and fairy lights . 

Please contact Jane Sullivan on 07580 386015 if you wish to join the singing. 

 

BEDFIELD AND MONK SOHAM GARDENING CLUB   

We meet on November 17th 7pm at Bedfield Hub. Announcing an exciting new 
venture!  ‘Gifts for Gardens/Gardeners’, A display of and sharing of ideas for 
useful gifts and crafts, loosely related to garden/gardening. The remit is wide 
and inclusive, including picnic quilts, bunting, pot covers, and hand enamelled jew-
ellery etc. There will be no commercial outlets, but the displays will include the 
contact details of the makers, both for some local artisan made items, and for a 
few home crafters who may be willing to take orders. Seasonal refreshments will 
be available to bring our gardening year to a happy end!  Do join us, you will be 
most welcome. (Non- members £3)  Please do contribute any seasonal ‘clear-outs’ 
of part-used or surplus seed packets or seasonal garden seed collections to our 
community seed share. It is available to all, whenever Bedfield Hub is open.  La-

belled packets or envelopes of seeds, please. Also enjoy looking through to see if 
there’s anything you’d like to grow. 

For further information, please contact Barbara Lee                           
gardenclubgarden@gmail.com  

mailto:gardenclubgarden@gmail.com
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 Get Involved and Save the Dates!  

       

Events are being organised by the *Friends of Bedfield Heritage and the ^Parochial 

Church Council. 

We are raising funds for projects such as the village composting toilet and for the running of 

St Nicholas Church. Events are subject to change - exact timings, any entry fees and full de-

tails will be confirmed closer to each event. We always need help before, during and after 

such events. If you are willing and able to assist – with baking cakes, making craft items, sup-

plying raffle prizes, serving refreshments or in any other way, no matter how big or small - 

your contribution would be welcome!  

What are you waiting for?? Please contact the following to sign up, join in and/

or help: *Jane Sullivan – 07580 386015   ^Debra Pritchard – 07827 299490  

 

18 November: 7pm Moroccan Buffet at Daisy Cottage^  

3 courses. £20 per head; wine available to purchase by the bottle.  

Limited spaces – so book early and pay in advance with Jenny Hinchey - 07710 218957 

 

30 Nov 11am & 7th Dec 11am: Christmas wreath making sessions at Boltons Farm 

Barn*J  oin a creative session making beautiful wreaths, door swags and table decorations 

under the expert tuition of Susan Leverick. The items will go on sale at the Christmas Craft 

stalls  

.5th December: Festive Frolic^   

An online sale of various homemade festive foods and other items. 

For details of how to join in with the 2023 Festive Frolic contact Debra Pritchard. 

8th December: 4:30-8pm Craft Stall, Christmas on the Hill, Framlingham*   

Come and buy our wonderful Christmas wreaths, door swags, table decorations & home-

made craft items. For pre-ordering wreaths, swags & table decorations - contact                 

Susan Leverick: 07876 686710. 

 

10th December 2pm: Craft Stall and Carols by Candlelight, St Nicholas Church  

Come and buy your Christmas crafts before the beautiful Carols by Candlelight service. Fes-

tive refreshments will be available.                                                                                           

16th December 6pm: Carol Singing around the Bedfield Village Sign*   

Come and join the merry band of carollers singing in Bedfield. The more Christmas out-

fits the better!  

Watch this space for more events in 2024! 



  

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on  

Wednesday 15th November 2023 at 7.30pm  

in the Community Centre 

Worlingworth Walking Day 

On Saturday 14th October Worlingworth Parish Council 
again had its annual footpath walking day ensuring that 
all footpaths within the parish remain safe and accessible 
to all parishioners.  Whilst the weather could have been a 
bit kinder to us, we had an enjoyable time, this year     
accompanied by some of our four-legged friends. 

The day started at "The Swan" where a gazebo was erected to act as a base 
and to provide refreshments for all those taking part, soup rolls and sandwich-
es were provided for those participating.  Thanks go to Lorraine Woods for 
coordinating the event, Jane Bright for making the soup and rolls and Val 
Swallow for the sandwiches etc. 
There were approximately 20 people walking and helping, so a big thank you 
to all for your efforts in keeping these paths open and safe for the enjoyment 
of all 
Police Connect – A messaging service connecting you to the very latest policing 

news for your area via e-mail 

Get updates on Crime, Public Appeals, Safety Advice, Meetings & Events. 

Sign up at: https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/police-connect-sign 

Christmas Tractor Run – Volunteers Needed The Parish Council is organising a 

Christmas Tractor Run again for Saturday 16th December, but we need more vol-

unteers to come forward to help with various tasks before and on the day 

(decorating, organising refreshments, acting as marshals etc).  If you could spare 

a bit of time to help organise this fun community event then please get in touch 

with the Parish Clerk.  

From  Andrew Nunn  , Parish Council Chair   

Worlingworth , 20th October 2023,  Well it was a bit of an early halloween for 

some in the village, it was certainly scary to see what happened.   

The problems started on the evening of the 19th October when “Storm Babet” 

found its way to the Suffolk coast, it brought with it strong winds and a lot of rain, 

during the overnight period there was in excess of 72mm (nearly 3 inches) of 

rain deposited on what was already a very wet land, 

At 07:00 am there was little sign of what was to come, whilst there was water 

running along Shop Street, it was no more than we have experienced previously, 

and whilst some of the drains were struggling, it was not a cause for concern, 

however what happened in the next 2 hours was something beyond comprehen-

sion and something that had not been seen before in the living memory of most 

of the parishioners,   

C/fwd next page    

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/police-connect-sign
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 Continued from previous page  Water that had fallen onto already wet fields 

and endeavoured to find its way into ditches, and the small rivers that are part 

of our parish,  for a number of reasons these could not cope and were soon 

overcome by the sheer volume of run off from the fields,  it thus flowed where 

ever it could,  the drainage network was surcharged and manholes that should 

have carried the water away soon became fountains releasing the water wher-

ever it could.. By 09:30am large areas of the village were overcome with the 

sheer volume of water, and the resultant flooding occurred, this happened in 

Newtown, Mill Road, Shop Street and Church Road,  where roads became riv-

ers, and at low points turned into lakes, flooding initially peoples gardens, but 

within minutes into houses, access through many parts of the village became 

impassable,   this was compounded in Shop Street by vehicles trying to get 

through the flood water and becoming stuck, blocking the road further, whilst 

the Fire Brigade attended the volumes were far in excess of what they could 

pump away, the areas downstream were already waterlogged, thus the water 

just got deeper and deeper, a peak of the flood occurred at about 11:00 am, so 

within 3 hours 30 minutes we had gone from minor inconvenience to the worst 

flooding we have known. We however were not alone, Redlingfield, Horham, 

Framlingham all had similar problems, in places the rescue services could not 

even get through.. At this stage the village “spirit “kicked in, people came out to 

help those who were stuck or in distress, the school was closed early and par-

ents of the younger members were able to get their children home, the commu-

nity centre was opened for those that were flooded out to a degree where their 

properties became uninhabitable, and whilst the people had to wade through 

waist deep water by that stage to get to the centre at least it was dry and warm, 

I understand that at lest 5 families spent the night there, other good Samari-

tans came forward and offered up their spare rooms, floors etc for others to 

sleep on, a warm and safe place until they could return to the devastation of 

their homes the early Sat morning, some decided to stayed at home, all be it in 

bedrooms with no light and power as they had pets, they decided to see the 

time out. By 07:00 am on Sat 21th as if by a miracle a great majority of the wa-

ter had soaked away, and people were able to return to their devastated homes 

and start the inevitable clean up, contact insurers or help others to restore pow-

er etc,  As a community Worlingworth showed the true heart and generosity of 

individuals in those trying to help others, the village will be in turmoil for weeks 

and months to come as the long term consequences of this storm comes to 

light, people will have lost a lot of possessions, and will be out of their homes 

until 2024.  The names and numbers of people who came out to help are to 

many to list,   but the generosity and selfless nature of many came to the fore, 

to those who helped a big  thank you,  however please remember that it is going 

to be a long process to return, if ever, to normality. As a parish we are going to 

have discussions with Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Floods Authority,  and oth-

er interested parties to have a debrief as to what happened, why, and what can 

be done to mitigate any such things in the future, whilst we cannot stop the 

force of “Mother Nature” but we can try to avoid any such devastation again.  

Special Thanks to all farmers  and others with tractors  
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Letter from Rev Chrissy Smart                  November 2023 

At the weekend, it turned somewhat chilly and so I gave in and put the log burner to 
good use. This led me to thinking about warmth and all its connotations and a canter 
through my Bible to find where that word appears. There are several like 1 Thessaloni-
ans v 3 – 6 but only one verse that talks about being warm-hearted. That appears in Ro-
mans 12 vs 11. 

To feel warmth from other people is one of the joys of being a part of something and of 
course, we enjoy the fellowship of our Christian community where we can share God’s 
love and understanding. One of the biggest challenges He gave us was to forgive each 
other and we are reminded of this every time we say the Lord’s Prayer – ‘Give us this 
day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.’ This can be a big ask and can take a long time to address… sometimes days, 
sometimes weeks and sometimes year. But, nevertheless, it is something that we all 
must work upon from time to time and learn to be tolerant no matter how big we per-
ceive that hurt to be.  Sometimes it is about seeking self-forgiveness too and whatever it 
is, we must make the choice to forgive. God calls us to it and we can do it even if it 
takes a long time. So, as we spend more time in reflection as the nights draw in, let’s 
remember what it says in Colossians 3 vs 13 – ‘Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.’ 
Keep warm, stay safe.     Reverend Chrissie 

The Four Rivers Lightwave Discernment Group (yes, we are looking for a user-
friendly name!) has enjoyed the first weekend with the Growing Rural project when we 
met with other Lightwave teams from across Suffolk. As you may recall, we came to-
gether last year with people from the parishes including Worlingworth, Laxfield, Crat-
field, Wilby, Brundish and Bedfield. Our aim is about shining and sharing God's light 
and love in our communities. 
We are looking forward to delivering Messy Church in the four primary schools in our 
benefice during Advent and we are working on a programme of other initiatives in 
our communities.  
If you have any ideas or requests, please contact either Sheila Pipe 
(sheilapipe@gmail.com) or Rev Chrissie (rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com  

mailto:sheilapipe@gmail.com
mailto:rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com
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Ride and Stride Many thanks to those who rode and strode(!) for St 

Nicholas Bedfield on 9th September. Suffolk Historic Churches Trust 

have paid us £119.10 which is 50% of the sponsorship money you 

raised. 

 The Ride and Stride in Worlingworth 

The amount raised by those riding for Worlingwoth is £400 in sponsorship and dona-
tions. 

                     50% of which will come back for Worlingworth Church. 

                      Grateful thanks to the riders, Charles, Geoff and Francis .and all sponsors 

 Worlingworth Cricket club   

Our end of season ‘village Hundred’, a slightly less 
professional version of the one on TV, and awards 

evening, was a resounding success, bringing togeth-
er players from across our two men’s and one lady’s team, to 
celebrate the season that was. Having signed off the season, 
the club has now been ‘put to bed’ for the winter, until March 

when it will be woken up again at our AGM on the 17th. 

If you’ve been inspired to give cricket a go, or return to it, head 

to our website, worlingworthcc.co.uk, fill out a contact 

form, and a club representative will get you involved  

Over 65 years , free Strength and Balance Classes.  

Have you had a fall or worry about the possibility of falling. 

Through you GP or health professional, there are now free classes for 
strength and  balance.  Contact your GP for information and re-

ferral. Classes will be held in Stradbroke and Stowmarket  via Every-
one Active.  
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      To advertise contact Caroline on adverts.parishnews@gmail.com  

Colin Wilkinson  October 1943 to September 2023 

Thank you for all the cards, kind words and sympathy that I have      

received since Colin’s sudden death last month. It has 

meant a lot to me and my family at this sad time. 

Jenny Wilkinson  

Brian Smallcombe  March 19th  1944 to 8th October  

2023 

Judith and family wish to thank all for their condolences and 

card s  received  

Brian's funeral will take place on Thursday November 2nd  

Firstly at the Crematorium ( family only )  and then a Thanksgiving      

service  At St Marys Church Worlingworth at 2.00pm ,followed at 

3.00pm at Worlingworth Community Centre to share a  buffet and drink 

with    Brian's family.  

Items for December  newsletter by 19th  November  to Val Swallow :  

v.swallow44@btinternet.com or by post to: Ivy Cottage, Shop St  Worlingworth 

IP13 7HX   If you require a PDF please email the  editor. 

mailto:adverts.parishnews@gmail.com
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Bingo at Worlingworth Community Centre,        
Wednesday 8th November  open 6.45pm, eyes down 
7.30pm. £12 all in cash please.           Bar open.  

Southolt Village News.   Continue our tradition 
of supporting the Macmillan cancer charity. We 
will be having a ‘Soup and savoury‘  fundraiser on 
November 11th at 12 noon - 2.30 at our new Southolt     
Coranation hall. ( the old bowls club) next to St Margaret’s 
church.  its has lighting , water and toilets.    
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HIGH SUFFOLK COMMUNITY BUS   (HSCB)- Weekly services to   :                             

Framlingham - Tuesdays,      Diss - Fridays     
 November -  Bury  1st,18th,  Stowmarket 9th, 23rd                 

Norwich 11th,  22nd     Woodbridge 4th (only ) 

        More details  Alan  01728 685694 / Val 01728 628068  or check *web site                 
All Timetables available on  *www.combus.org.uk 

The Post Office is open every Tuesday morning from 9.15 am to 11.15 am in the 

Community Hub. Banks are closing or have closed in nearby towns. 

Did you know? Not only can you buy stamps and send parcels, but 

you can also bank cash into your bank account and withdraw 

cash (even if you bank with another provider). With so many high 

street banks closing this is a useful service. 

The pop-up Café also opens every Tuesday from 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon. Warm 
scones are always available to eat in or takeaway. Come and join us for a cuppa and 
a catch up with friends and neighbours. 

Our facilities are available for hire and details are available on the websites                    
bedfield.onesuffolk.net and monksoham.onesuffolk.net, or you can contact us via 
this email        address: bedfieldmonksoham@btinternet.com 

Pilates At Bedfield and Monk Soham Community 

Hub   Places are still available on Tuesday evenings 

either 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. or 7.15 p.m. – 8.15 p.m.  Please 

contact Emma Hodson for more information on 07914 

535448 or email: pilatesbodyharmony@aol.co.uk 

Bedfield Football Team fixtures in November 2023  

Sunday 5th    Bury United F.C. vs Bedfield XI F.C. KO 10.30am 
(away) 

Sunday 12th  - Bedfield XI F.C. vs Lakenheath F.C. KO 10.30am (home) 

Sunday 19th  - Bardwell Sport F.C. vs Bedfield XI F.C. KO 10.30am (away) 

Sunday 26th  - Bedfield XI F.C. vs Stoke by Clare F.C. KO 10.30am (home) 

Any queries please feel free to contact me on 01728 628149. 

https://d.docs.live.net/5833cedaa0689a8a/Documents/Sports%20Club/events%20and%20flyers/bedfield.onesuffolk.net
https://d.docs.live.net/5833cedaa0689a8a/Documents/Sports%20Club/events%20and%20flyers/monksoham.onesuffolk.net
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WORLINGWORTH AND TANNINGTON WI  Worlingworth Community   

November 1st  ( Annual meeting )  

                  New  members welcome  ( just come  on the night ) or 
call 

                         Val: 01728 628068 or Jenny: 01728 628798 
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Worlingworth Swan update  

Following the devastating fire at the Swan at 
the beginning of September, we would like to 
thank everybody for their kind words and 
donations to the Worlingworth Swan Appeal 
- GoFundMe page. 

Emma and I are working tirelessly with the insurance companies,        
together with fire investigators, loss adjusters  and surveyors to get the 
Swan open as soon as possible. Unfortunately it seems to be very slow 
process. Although the initial damage was primarily in the shop, the 
smoke has affected the whole building. The process is further            
complicated by the property being grade 2 listed, with the damage to 
the beams needing to be freeze cleaned and restored. 

We ask everybody for their understanding at this time and can assure 
you the Worlingworth Swan pub and Londis shop will re open as soon as 
it can under the management of Emma and Tom. 

Pizza nights  at the Swan  November .  

9th, and 23rd For pizza please call  early  to Book            07921 512052 

All Welcome  

 Seasonal Coffee Morning in St. Mary’s 

Church.  Saturday 18th November 10.30-

12.30pm. 

Coffee/Tea/Hot Chocolate/Refreshments/ Stalls/

Raffle.  

With Christmas only a few weeks away a box for      

collection of donations of food/gifts for the needy will 

be in the church for a local Charity. Should you be 


