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WORLINGWORTH VILLAGE 

WELCOME PACK 

 
Worlingworth Parish Council and St. Maryôs Worlingworth  

welcome  you to our parish.  We hope this  pack provides you 

with useful information about the parish, its groups and 

 organisations together with practical information that will help 

you settle into your new home and community. 

We look forward to meeting you. 

MORE INFORMATION 

Parish website: worlingworth.onesuffolk.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/worlingworthpc  

Nextdoor: www.nextdoor.co.uk 

mailto:worlingworth.onesuffolk.net
http://worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.facebook.com/worlingworthpc
http://www.nextdoor.co.uk


 

PC information 

Monthly meetings at 7.30 pm 

on third Wednesday of the 

month. 

AGM in May. 

Village spring-clean and     

autumn tidy-up followed by 

lunch. 

Annual footpath walking day. 

Worly Goes Green recycling 

initiative. 

Village ñgreeningò project e.g. 

promoting recycling/planting 

trees/adding flower beds. 

There are nine Parish      

Councillors. 

Owner of the Village        

Emergency Plan. 

Responsible for the              

defibrillator which is housed at 

the Community Centre. 

WORLINGWORTH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council, may I wish you a very warm          

Worlingworth welcome. Itôs a unique  place to live. Developed from five 

ancient manors each with their own slightly different  perspective, from 

Newtown to Old Stores Road, from Church Street to Mill Lane. We may 

not have a duckpond surrounded by a village green, instead we have a 

fabulous Community Centre and a village full of community spirit! 

I have the privilege of trying to ensure that our villageós maintenance and 

betterment is in safe hands and weôre very fortunate to have councillors, 

all volunteers of course, from a variety of occupations who bring from 

their professional lives much experience and expertise, which in some 

cases has been recognised by the Queen!  Their very hard work,               

supported  by a dedicated  Parish Clerk and Financial Officer, ensures 

that our village does indeed thrive. 

Despite all the pomposity we sometimes meet, and the bureaucratic non-

sense by which we are sometimes frustrated, I like to think that we are a 

group of people who do not take ourselves too seriously but take our  

responsibility very seriously and believe in our motto ñTo serve and   

protectò. You are, of course, always most welcome to join any of our 

meetings, which we hold once a month, should you wish to raise an    

issue or a matter that you consider to be important.  

There is a lot more about our role, about our function, responsibilities, 

powers  etc. on  our website www.worlingworth.onesuffolk.net 

If you need help please do not hesitate to contact me, the Parish Clerk or 

indeed any of the councillors. We will do our best to assist you. 

Kind regards 

Brian Smallcombe (Chair)  beepsco@btinternet.com  

Sarah Clare (Parish Clerk) worlingworthparishclerk@gmail.com 

  

н 

http://worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/
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Church information 

Details of other church       

services taking place in the 

Benefice, can be found in the 

Benefice and Village       

Newsletter and on the village 

website.   

The Parish Memorial to the 

men who gave their lives in 

the two World Wars is        

situated in the churchyard. 

As part of the Mission and 

Ministry of St. Maryôs, we aim 

to continue outreach with  

informal services eg. On    

Rogation Sunday, a walking 

Service to bless gardens and 

crops. In the Community  

Centre, when Covid           

restrictions allow, Carol    

Service during Advent and 

Harvest celebration.  

ST MARYôS WORLINGWORTH 
 

Pastoral care, baptisms, wedding and funeral arrangements: 

Contact: Rev. David Burrell theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 01986 798136 

Church Wardens: 

Bert Stanford 01728 628474 and Ann Davidson 01728 627862 
 
Lay Elders                                                                                           

Bert Stanford 01728 628474 and Val Swallow 01728 628068 

St. Maryôs Worlingworth, with St. Margaretôs Southolt, forms one       

ecclesiastical parish within the Four Rivers Benefice which is part of the 

Hoxne Deanery.  The Benefice includes Bedfield, Brundish, Cratfield, 

Laxfield, Monk Soham, Tannington, Wilby, Worlingworth and Southolt.  

St. Maryôs is a beautiful medieval church, Grade 1 listed, with many  

interesting features and a well kept churchyard.  It is open daily. 

Southolt, formerly a Chapel of Ease, is now looked after by a body of 

Trustees and is still  in use for baptisms, weddings and funerals.  Four 

special services  are held there each year. 

The church holds a Flower Festival and Open Gardens, in addition, a 

variety of musical events are held.  The churches in this area produce 

and distribute a monthly newsletter to every home in the village. The 

editor is Val Swallow v.swallow44@btinternet.com.  Please let her know 

that you have moved into the village so that a welcome can be included 

in the next newsletter. 

We hope we will have the pleasure of meeting you at one of our        

services where you will be warmly welcomed. 

We have four Parochial Church Council meetings and an Annual    

Meeting each year. 

The Ladyôs Guild supports the Church with fund raising. 

 

 

mailto:theparsnips@googlemail.com


Did you know? 

We have a newspaper delivery 

service.                                

Contact: Steve Tuckwell  01728 

685385. 

 

There are dog bins around the 

village for dog  walkers.  

 

There is a quiet garden at the 

Community Centre. 

 

 The primary schoolôs motto is 

ñCherish all, achieve togetherò. 

The school also has a nursery 

school. 

  

The Parish has 17 miles of 

clearly marked public footpaths 

shown on our Wayfinder map 

http://

worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/

assets/Village-services/

Wayfinder-map.JPG 

 

Join Worlingworth Local History 

Group to find out about our   

parish and its history.           

Contact: Janette Robinson 

janette1407@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Our MP is Dr Dan Poulter  

www.drdanielpoulter.com 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk 

¶ Stowmarket 01449 676060 or 01449 676280 

Refuse collection 

¶ Every Monday rubbish and re-cycling alternate  

Recycling (see page 10) 

¶ Glass/paper at the village Community Centre, clothing at the Fire  

Station Framlingham, or at Wilby Village Hall car park 

Shops and supermarkets 

¶ Framlingham, Debenham, Eye, Stradbroke, Earl Soham 

Post Office 

¶ Main Post Office is in Framlingham, 01728 723420: Post Offices 

at Horham, Eye, Stradbroke: Outreach Post office every Tuesday 

9.15 to 11.15 at Bedfield Sports Pavilion  

Medical centres/GP surgeries 

¶ Framlingham 01728 723627 (includes a branch at Earl Soham 

01728 685325), Stradbroke 01379 388313, Eye 01379 870689 

Dentist 

¶ Framlingham 01728 723651 or Eye 01379 870296 

Milk deliveries (and a wide range of other products) 

¶ Monday, Wednesday and Friday, Milk and More 0345 6063606 

www.milkandmore.co.uk 

Newspaper deliveries 

¶ Every day Stephen Tuckwell 01728 685385 

Garages 

¶ Sax Vehicle Services, Fingal Street, Worlingworth, 01728 628628 

(repairs, servicing, tyres etc.) 

¶ Petrol/diesel available in Framlingham 

Places of worship 

¶ CoE: St. Maryôs Worlingworth, Baptist: Horham, Methodist:      

Framlingham, Roman Catholic: Framlingham, Mosque: Ipswich 

 

 

mailto:http://worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/assets/Village-services/Wayfinder-map.JPG
mailto:http://worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/assets/Village-services/Wayfinder-map.JPG
mailto:http://worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/assets/Village-services/Wayfinder-map.JPG
mailto:http://worlingworth.onesuffolk.net/assets/Village-services/Wayfinder-map.JPG
mailto:janette1407@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:www.drdanielpoulter.com


USEFUL INFORMATION 
 

Eggs/vegetable supplies within the parish 

¶ Worlingworth Hall Farm Shop (IP13 7NS) (includes wide range of 

other foods), Vegetable Shed Mill Road, Jackôs eggs, Swan Road 

Local Councillors 

¶ Matthew Hicks (both Mid Suffolk District Council and Suffolk County 

Council) 01728 628176 or 07824 474741  

Libraries 

¶ Debenham and Framlingham 

¶ Mobile library calls every 4 weeks on Thursdays (Springfield House 

at 14:20 and Church Road at 14:45) 

Worlingworth oil heating syndicate 

¶ Contact: James Connelly  01728 627952 

¶ Email: worlyoilsyndicate@gmail.com   

Vets 

¶ Stowmarket, Diss, Debenham and Framlingham 

Defibrillator 

¶ Sited at the Community Centre 

Public  Houses 

¶ The nearest pubs are in Saxtead, Earl Soham and Stradbroke 

Bus Services 

¶ BSEVC connecting communities http://www.bsevc.co.uk 

High Suffolk Community Bus: (geared to supermarket shopping). 

¶  Started over 30 years ago, run and driven entirely by local           

volunteers, the bus is intended to serve residents mainly of Bedfield,  

Bedingfield, Kenton, Monk Soham, Southolt, Tannington and 

Worlingworth.  Except at Bank Holidays, the bus runs every week to 

Framlingham (Tuesdays), Stowmarket (Thursdays) and Diss 

(Fridays).  In addition there are 2 services each month to Ipswich,  

Bury St. Edmunds and Norwich, and there are 3 services each year 

to Lowestoft, during the summer months.  Timetables are available 

on the bus, from Alan Nette-Thomas 01728 685694 or from 

www.combus.org.uk 
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Did you know? 

The mobile library calls every 

four weeks on a Thursday.  

There are glass and paper 

recycling facilities at the   

Community Centre.  

There is a childrenôs play-

ground and a table tennis        

table at the Community     

Centre.  

The village has three parish 

noticeboards.  

The parish has a gardening 

group.  

The village cricket ground is in 

Bedfield.  

Dustbin collection is on a 

Monday morning. 

Suffolk Libraries provide free 

audio book downloads and, 

currently, on-line exercise 

groups. 

 

Unwanted, usable tools can 

be donated to Tools With A 

Mission. 

 https://www.twam.uk/ 

 

Contact: Bert Stanford 01728 

628474  

  

http://www.bsevc.co.uk/
mailto:www.combus/org.uk
mailto:https://www.twam.uk/


Did you know? 

Business and services can   

advertise in the monthly news-

letter.  Contact: Val Swallow:   

01728 628068. 

 

You can also promote your 

business via the website if   

either your business is based  

in the parish or you live in the 

parish and run your own    

business. 

Contact: Carol Garrett 

chgarrett53@yahoo.co.uk 

 

You can hire the Community 

Centre for private functions.  

Contact:  Mel Farrow 

01728 627191. 

 

The Social Club meets each 

Friday in the Community   

Centre. 

Contact: Jonathan Harvey  

01728 628017. 

 

Our churchyard is a ñhavenò in 

peaceful countryside with 

spring flowering blooms.  It is 

maintained in a sympathetic 

manner to provide access to 

graves and areas for wildlife. 
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VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Although being only a relatively small village, Worlingworth offers a wide 

range of activities and organisations should you wish to get involved.  

These provide ideal opportunities to get to know new people. These 

pages provide contact details for you to find out more and see if any  

organisation may offer something that suits your interests.  Donôt wait to 

be asked! 

Phone numbers start 01728 unless otherwise stated. 

County & District 
Councillor 

Matthew Hicks 
matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk 

628176 

Choir - Benefice 
Chris Stanford 
chrismstanford@icloud.com 

628474 

Church & Village 
Newsletter 

Val Swallow 
v.swallow44@btinternet.com 

628068 

Community Bus 
Alan Nette-Thomas (Chair) 
support@combus.org.uk 

685694 

Community  
Centre 

Carly Holland                                   
carly.holland@hotmail.com  

Mel Farrow (Bookings Secretary)
wccbookingclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

627973 
  
627191 

Cricket Club 
Chris Watson 
chrisandstellaw@hotmail.com 

628782 

Games for 
Guys ón Girls 

Cathy Connelly 
kossy@myphone.coop  

627952 

Gardening Club 
Judith Smallcombe 
judesmallco@icloud.com 

628567 

Indoor Bowls 
Chris Stanford 
chrismstanford@icloud.com 

628474 

Keep Fit Club 
Pat Corston 
patcorston@outlook.com 

628414 

Local History 
Group 

Geoff Robinson 
wlhg@hotmail.co.uk 

628768 

Oil Purchasing 
Syndicate 

James Connelly 
worlyoilsyndicate@gmail.com 

627952 

mailto:chgarrett53@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:chrismstanford@icloud.com
mailto:v.swallow44@btinternet.com
mailto:support@combus.org.uk
mailto:carly.holland@hotmail.com
mailto:wccbookingclerk@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:chrisandstellaw@hotmail.com
mailto:kossy@myphone.coop
mailto:judesmallco@icloud.com
mailto:chrismstanford@icloud.com
mailto:patcorston@outlook.com
mailto:wlhg@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:worlyoilsyndicate@gmail.com


Did you know? 

Worlingworth has its own 

village recorder.            

Contact: Janette Robinson:   

janette1407@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Trading Standards and   

Police alerts can be found 

on the village website. 

 

The Community Centre 

runs a monthly tote.        

Contact: Val Swallow       

01728 628068 

 

The Community Centre now 

has a screen for films/ 

demonstrations/talks/

presentations etc. 

 

The village has a Boules/

Petanque  team.           

Contact: Val Swallow        

01728 628068 

 

The  village has a number 

of its own charities.       

Contact: Chris Watson    

01728 628782 

 

Worlingworth has three  

outlets for fruit/veg/milk/

eggs/basic foods.   

 

  т 

  
Please note that these details are provided for information only. 

The Parish Council does not endorse any services or activities offered. 
Fees may be applicable. 

Published by: Worlingworth Parish Council ï February 2022 

www.worlingworth.onesuffolk.net  

Parish  
Council 

Brian Smallcombe (Chairman) 
beepsco@btinternet.com 
Sarah Clare (Clerk) 
worlingworthparishclerk@gmail.com 

628567 
  
07801 
628591 

Primary  
School 

Victoria Gascoyne-Cecil 
admin@worlingworth.suffolk.sch.uk 

628397 

St. Maryôs 
Church 

Bert Stanford (Church Warden) 
bertstan4d@btconnect.com 
Ann Davidson (Church Warden) 
aandcdavidson@btinternet.com 
Shirley Rutterford (Secretary) 
shirleyrutterford@suffolkonline.net 

628474 
  
627862 
  
628710 

St. Maryôs 
Guild 

Val Swallow 
v.swallow44@btinternet.com 
Veronica Plowman 
veronicaplowman@icloud.com 

628068 
  
628488 

Social Club 
Jonathan Harvey 

joffanizer@live.com  
628017 

Tea & Toys 
Victoria Gascoyne-Cecil 
admin@worlingworth.suffolk.sch.uk 

628397 

Tree  
Warden 

Francis Muldoon 
j50fjm@gmail.com 

627166 

Village  
Recorder 

Janette Robinson 
janette1407@hotmail.co.uk 

628768 

Willows 
Nursery 

Victoria Gascoyne-Cecil 
admin@worlingworth.suffolk.sch.uk 

628397 

Womenôs  
Institute 

Jenny Wilkinson 
jenny@colwilk.plus.com 
Val Swallow (Secretary) 
v.swallow44@btinternet.com  

628798 
  
628068 

Worlingworth 
Charities 

Chris Watson (Chair of Trustees) 
chrisandstellaw@hotmail.com 

628782 

Zumba  
Classes 

Danielle Cave 
Danielle.cave@btinternet.com 

07507 
567144 

mailto:janette1407@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.worlingworth.onesuffolk.net
mailto:beepsco@btinternet.com
mailto:worlingworthparishclerk@gmail.com
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mailto:aandcdavidson@btinternet.com
mailto:shirleyrutterford@suffolkonline.net
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mailto:veronicaplowman@icloud.com
mailto:joffanizer@live.com
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mailto:j50fjm@gmail.com
mailto:janette1407@hotmail.co.uk
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mailto:chrisandstellaw@hotmail.com
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF WORLINGWORTH 

We can go back to before the Norman Conquest to trace the history 

of our parish. Aelfric, Bishop of Elmham, was given extensive tracts 

of land in Suffolk by King Canute and lands in Worlingworth formed 

part of this 'gift'. Subsequently, the advowson (the preferment for a 

priest) of the church belonged to the Abbey of St Edmundsbury until 

the Reformation. In pre-Reformation medieval times, much of 

Worlingworth's acres were in the form of "strips" of land, perhaps 

only a few metres wide, worked by the peasants for their feudal lord. 

The present church was gradually 

built over a period of many years, 

the present chancel replacing an 

older church, probably of wood 

and wattle, between 1280 and 

1310. The nave and western   

tower were added in the 1400s. 

When the monasteries were dissolved by Henry VIII, the advowson 

of Worlingworth Church was sold to Anthony Rous of Dennington. 

The Rous (Rowse) family were feudal lords of the manor in the    

parish for hundreds of years until the 17th century. By the late 18th 

century, the Major and Henniker families had become the dominant 

landowners although the Ray family was influential in the commercial 

Shop Street cluster, centred around the Red House and the  

Worlingworth Maltings. The Ray family also managed a shop which 

traded in spirits, drapery, butter and fine goods. This building is now 

called the School House. 

Worlingworth was a typical 

Suffolk parish of the 19th  

century, its inhabitants  

suffering greatly from the 

depression in agriculture. 

Bankruptcies,  suicides, 

migration, emigration and 

transportation all featured 

intermittently in the parish timeline.  


