
 St Marys Guild report April 18 to March 19    

To be read by  Margaret Lewis  at Annual Parish meeting on 24th April (Apologies from  Val and Veronica as the WI annual 

event being held at Wilby  same day)  

Report from Val Swallow and Veronica Plowman, joint  guild leaders  Of St Marys Guild 

There are currently 14 members of the group, we meet about 10 times a year, either in various members houses or in the 

church. One of our Guild m embers Ann Davidson has also just been elected as Church Warden at the annual PCC meeting, 

replacing Keith Wilson, who has retired – well done to her. 

The Guild continues to support all the activities in the church and supporting St Marys Parochial Church Council, including 

the ever popular Safari Supper, held in 2018 on June 9th   

We had two Jumble sales during the year, which were again very successful, making a profit of approximately £900, we all 

say it is hard work, but on the whole very profitable. We get people arriving from all over Suffolk, but within the hour they 

are there and gone. 

Our Christmas Fair, held of course, in December always attracts a lot of the village and again was very profitable.  

This year we had an extra event in July, when Marie Lloyd came to visit and thanks must go to Shirley for arranging such an 

enjoyable evening  

The EACH (East Anglian Children’s Hospices) boxes supported by many Guild members and organised by Jill Westrup 

(collects and counts the pennies) again raised a very good total of over £1,000 

Our Harvest Festival was also well supported, particularly by the school, with the profits from the sale of produce being sent 

once again to the Mattew Ruslkie home in Zimbabwe. 

Our Bi-annual open gardens event took place on July 8th and was very well attended - a lovely afternoon . 

Our annual organised trip last year was to the Ely Cathedral flower festival in June, this year we have plans for a trip into 

Essex.  

The Ladies of the Guild always decorate the church with altar flowers and for main festivals, i.e. Easter, Harvest and 

Christmas.  We also give the Posies for the Mothering Sunday service. Last year we also linked up with the WI for the 

Remembrance Service held at St Marys, with many of our ladies helping to make poppies.  

Our new event in December 2018 was an Advent festival (superbly organised by Veronica), we are planning to do this again 

in December 2019, so watch this space. 

We are also often requested to do teas at Funerals and were privileged to help at Stephen Rodwell’s funeral, his wife Janet 

being one of our members    

Finally a quick plug for our Flower festival 3,4,5th May ( next week ) “ Countries of the World ) please come and support if 

you can. 


